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made to Nicholas by Jacob Rostovtsev, a young officer whom Prince Eugene Obolensky had vainly sought to enroll in the Northern Society. There was no time to lose and no help to expect from Warsaw. Nicholas ordered the preparation of a manifesto announcing his accession10 and directed that the new oath should be aclministerccl on December 14. He took no steps, however, to arrest the officers listed in Dibich's report. There were persistent rumors that Constantine and his younger brother, Michael, who was known to be close to him and who during these eventful weeks served as a liaison officer between St. Petersburg and Warsaw, were under arrest. Nicholas feared that the apprehension of popular officers at this time would add to the excitement of the troops and might unleash the mutiny it was his hope to avoid.
THE INSURRECTION OF DECEMBER 14, 1825
While the state of confusion created by Alexander's death offered the secret societies their golden opportunity., it also made clear their inherent weakness. Their membership was pitifully small, and it consisted, moreover, almost exclusively of junior officers. This was important, because the coup d'dtat envisaged was a military revolution that would depend for its success on the willingness and ability of the officers to sway their men to the side of the insurgents, and obviously appeals by junior officers were less effective than the formal orders of their superiors. One of the conspirators, Captain Alexander lakubovich, did preach popular rebellion with mass murders and arson as the best method of seizing power, but his declamations were discounted by most of his colleagues as mere rhetoric: in the events of December 14 the part of the "fiery Caucasian/' as lakubovich was called by his friends, proved to be singularly unheroic. Trubctskoy, who resumed his place as the central figure of the conspiracy, believed that armed forces, controlled by their officers, should be the tool, but merely the tool, of the proposed coup d'etat. The guards, he argued, had decided the fate of the throne in the eighteenth century; they would now give Russia a constitutional government. He was particularly anxious to avoid "the dangerous participation of the populace/7 and he stated later that since the mutiny of the St. Petersburg garrison appeared inevitable the secret society had the duty of directing the
19 To this act were ^attached the letters exchanged by Alexander and Constantine in 1822, the manifesto of August 16, 1825, and Constantino's letters to Nicholas and the dowager empress confirming his decision to decline the Crown.